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%30 minutes. How are we to deal with them?

' when there was population enough to entitle them to a

_ eration of Congress. When the proper time arrives, |
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of a decisive character.” :
“*Mr: Wxnstsn. [ have nothing, sir, to add nor to
take back from these scntiments. That, sir, you will
perceive, and the Senate will perceive, wasin 1837.: The
of immediately- annexing Texas at that. time
‘wais abandoned or postponed. It was not revived with
‘any vigor for some In the mean time, it so hap-
that I had become a member of the exccutive ad-
ministration, and was there for a short period, in the De-
purtment of State. The annexation of T'exas was ucom-
mon of conversation—not confidential—with the
President and heads of departments, as it was with other
6 men. But no serious attempt was made to bring

1t about.

Ileft the Department of State in May, 1843, and
shortly after I learned from a source In no way connect-
ed with official information, that a design had been tuken
up tobring Texas with her slave territory and population

“into the United States.

" * I was here in Washington, and persons are now here

who well remember that wehad an arranged meeting for
it. I went home to Massachusetts,
and proclaimed the existence of that purpose ; but I could
get very little attention. Some would not believe it, and
some were enzaged in their own pursuits. They had
gone to their farms or to their merchandise. It was hn-
ible to raise any sentiment in New Eugland, oreven
in Massachusetts, that should combine the two partics
against annexation ; and, indeed, there was no hope, fro'm
the first, of bringing the northern demeocracy into it.
Even with the whigs, and leading whigs, I am ashamed
to say, there was a great indifference concerning the an-
nexation of Texas with her slave territory into this Un-
jon. At that time 1 was out of Congresa. The annex-
ation resolutions passed the Ist of March, 18:1:'). The
legislature of Texas complied with the conditions and
accepted the guaranties ; for the phn!.-go!ug of Eho“an-
nexation resolutions is, that Texas is to come in ~on
the conditions and under the guaranties herein pre-
scribed.”

I happened to be returned to
1845, and was here in December, .
tance by Texas of the conditions proposcd by UCongress
was laiil before us by the President, and an act for the
consummation of the connexion was before the two
houses. The connexion was completed. A final law,
doing the deed of annexation, was ultimately adopted.
When it was on its passage here, [ expressed my oppo-
sition to it, and recorded my vote; and there the vote
stands, with the obscrvations I made upon that occasion.
It happencd, between 1837 and this time, that, on vari-
ous occasions and opportunities, I have cxprfued my en-
tire opposition to the admission of slave States, or the

wisition of new slave territory to be added to the Uni-
ted States. I know no chanze in my owl'n l};;\lmllcm-; :r
in my own purposes in that respect. will only now,
sir, r:ad '"l;“ briefly one other extract from a specch of
mine, made at a convention held in Springfield, Massa-
chusetts, September 27, 1847 : :

“ We hear much just now of = panacea for the dan-
gers and evils of slavery and slave annexation, 't}lf’l
they call the ¢ Walmot Proviso” That certainly is a just
sentiment, but it is not a sentiment on which Maassachu-
setts whigs differ. There is not a man in this hall who
holds to it more finally than I do, nor one who adheres
to it more than another. .

« ] feel some little interest in this matter, sir. Did
not I commit myself in 1838 to the whole doctrine fully.
entirely ! And [ must be permitted to say that [ cannot |
quite consent that more recent discoverers should claim
thoe merit and take out a patent.

« ] deny the priority of the invention. Allow me to
say, sir, it is not their thunder. : - il

“ We are to use the first and last and every occasion
which offers to oppose the extension of slave power.

“ But I speak of it here, as in Congress, as a po!m:"al
question—a question for statesmen to act upon. We
must 30 regard it. I certainly do not mean to say that
it is less important in a moral point of view, that it is
not more important in many other points of view : but,
as a legislator, or in any official capacity, I must look at
it, considor it, and decide it, as a matter of political ac-
tion.”

On othor occasions, sir, and in dehates here. [ have
expressed my determination to vote for no acquisitions
or anncxations, North, South, East, or West. My opin-
ion has been that we have territory enough, and that we
should use the Spartan maxim: *“ [mprove, adorn what
you have ; seck no further.”

I think, sir, that it was in some ohservations [ made
here on the three-millien loan bill, that I, avowed that
sentiment. It is short; and the sentiment has been
avowed quite as often. in as many places, and before as |
many of the people of the United States, as any humble
sentiment of mine has been avowed.

But now, sir,* what is our cendition? Texas isin,
with all her territories, as a slave State, with solemn
pledges that if she is divided into many States, those |
States may come in as slave States south of 36 degrees |
I know :
of no way of honorable legislation, hut, when the time
comes for enactment, to carry into effect all that we have |
stipulated. I do not sgree with my honorable friand |
from Tennessee, that as soon as there isroom for anoth- |
er representative, according to numbers, we should cre-
ate & new State. The truth, with regard to that, I think
to be this: When we have created new States out of
Territories, we have generally gone upon the idea that

the Senate in March,
18435, when the accep-

member—80,000, or so'ne such numher—we should ere-
ate a State. It may be thought a different thing. where
a State is divided, and two or three are made out of one.
It does not follow that the sa:ne rule of apportionment
must prevail. But that. sir, is a matter for the consid-

may not be here. I may have no vote to give on the
occasion ; batl wish to be distihctly understood this day, |
that according to my view of the matter, this government |
is solemnly pledged by law to create new States out of |
Texas, with her consent, when her population shall jus-
tify such s procecding, and, so far as those new States
are formed out of Texan territory lying south of 36 de-
grees 30 winutes, to let them in as slave States.  That
is the meaning of the resolution which our friends, the
northern democracy, have left us here to fulfil ; and I, for
one, mean to fulfil it, because I will not vivlate the faith
of the government.

Now, sir, as to California and New Mexico: I hold
slavery to be excluded from those territories by a law ev-
en superior to that which admits and sanctions slavery in
Texas—I mean the law of nature—the law of physical
geography—the law of the formation of the earth. That
Jaw settles forever, with a strength beyond all terms of
human enactment, that slavery cannot exist in Califor-
nia or New Mexico. Understand mec, sir; [ mean sla-
very as we reganl it—slaves in the gross, of the colored
race, transferrable by =ale and delivery as other property.
I shall not contest the point. I leave that to the learned
gentlemen who have undertaken to discuss it; but I
suppose that there are no slaves of that description in
Mexico now, and there never will be. I under-
stand that this peonage, this sort of feudal servitude in
which men are sold for debt, exists in California and
in some of Mexico. But what | mean to say is,
that the existence of African sluvery, as we see it here
among us, is as utterly impossible to find itself, or to be
foand in Mexico as any other nataral impossibility upon
anything else. Why, sir, California and New Mexico
are Asiatic in their formation and their scenery. They
are composed of vast ridges of mountains, of an enor-
motis height, sometimes broken by deep valleys. The
sides of these mountains are barren—entirely barren.
Their tops are capped by perennial snows. There may
be in California, now made free by her constitution—and

{‘there are, no donht—some tracts of valuable lands; but

what is the evidence upon this subject, which any

an has collected by information sought by him-
self, or stated by others? I have read all [ conld read,
‘and Tearned all T could learn upon the subject. What is
there in New Mexico that could hy possibility induce
any body fo go there with a slave? There arc some nar-
‘Tow wtrips of tillable land upon the borders of the rivers;
but the rivers themselves dry up before midsummer. All

nstive people there can do is to raiso some little
Mlule whest and other grain for their own
use, and all that by irrigation. Who ever expects to
. Gk i Toaie Wadioo, made fortlo by
thing, on lev New rtile
Horderidori il B t, there niﬂnd(-cb—u{

—1t0 wound the pride of the gentlemen and people of the
Southern States. I have no such object and no such
purpose. They would think it a taunt and an indignity.
They would think it to be an act taking away from them
what they regard asa proper equality of privilege. Whe-
ther they are expected to realize any benefits from it or

S peans ars to me to be = mattht of plain and imperative duty. {. ree- | by
“'fBe subject assumes an’ cntirely diffffent aspect.  Our [ psigiy'to reaffirm an . ‘or to re-emact |
“L¥ights and our duties are then both different: ¢ ** * | the will of God. I would put in no Wilgot proviso for |

" [ see, therefore, no political necessity for thé angex-| the ' purpose of taunt and reprosch—aw evidence of sup-
ation of Texas to the Union—no" sdvantages 1o be de- | ¢rior votes or superior power—to wound the pride even.
rived from it, and obhjections 10 it of & strong; sud;an my | _schethera just and pride, ot an irrationsl pride

; about the binding force

not, they would feel that at least a theoretic wrong—
something derogatory, in some degree, more or less, to

such wound upon the feelings of anybody, unlessin a
case where something essentiully important to the coun-

sire to pou

government for New Mexico,
a provision for the prohibition of slavery, I would not

vote for it.

of the United States, or in newly acquired Teiritories of
the United States, has a fixed and settled character now

the case of Texas, without v

character,

mot proviso, [ should treat it exactly as Mr. Polk treated
that proposition for excluding slavery from Oregon. Mr.
Polk was known to be in opinion decidedly adverse to
the Wilmot proviso, 1
for the government of the Territory of Orcgor_l.
though the Wilmot proviso was there, he knew it woul

be a perfectly nugatory proviso ; and since it ‘fllu!lb. en-
tirely nugatory, since it took away no descrl_bahle, esti-
mable, weigtable, or tangible right of the Sotth, he said
he would sign the bill for the sake of enacting a law for
the government of the Territory, and let that entirely
useless—and in that connection entirely senselese—Fro-
viso remain. For myself. T will say—we hcar of the
annexation of Canada—if there be any man, any of the
northern democracy, or any of the free-soil pt.&rlr.. who
suppose it necessary to insert a Wilmot proviso in_the
territorial government of New Mexico, that man will of
course be of opinion that it is necessary to protect the
everlasting snows of Canada from the foot of slavery, by
the same overpowering wing of Congress. Now, sir,
wherever there is a practical gooil to he done, wherever
there is an inch of land to be stayed back from becoming
a slave territory, [ am ready to insert the principle ofthe
exclusion of slavery. I am pledged to that from 1827—
pledged to it again and again—and I will perform those
pledges. But'I will not do a thing unnccessarily that

| wounds the feelings of others, or that does disgrace to

my own understanding. .
Mr. President, in the excited times in which we live,
there is found to exist a state of mutual crimination and
recrimination between the South and the North.  There
are listaof grievances produced by each ; and these griev-
ances, really, I suppose, alicnate the minds of one por-
tion of the country from the other, cxasperate the feel-
ings, sulxlue the sense of fraternal connexion, of patriot-
ie love, and mutual regard. [ shall bestow a little atten-
tion upon these various grievances, produced by the one
side and the other.” I begin with the complaints of the
South. I will not answer further than [ have the gener-
al statement of the honorable member from South Caro-
lina, [Mr. Calhoun.] that the North has grown upon the
South, in consequence of the manner of adwinistering
this government, collecting its revenue, &c. 'l'lze?' are
disputed topics which I have no inclination to enter into;
but I will state these complaints, and especially one com-
plaint of the South which has, in my opinion, just foun-
dation; which is. that there has been found at the North,
among individusls, and among Legislatures of the North,
a disinclination to perform their conetitutional duties in
regard to the return of persons hound to service who
have escaped into those States. In that respect, it is my
judgment that the South is right and the North is wrong.
Every member of every Northern Legislature is bound
by oath to support the Constitution of the United States ;
and this article of the Constitution. which says to these
States that they shall deliver up fugitive slaves, is as bind-
ing in honor and in conscicnce as any other article ; and
no man fulfils his duty, under his oath, in any State Le-
gislsture, who sets himself te work to find excuses, eva-
sions, escapes from this constitutional duty. I have al-
ways thought that the constitution addressed itself te the
legislatures of the States or to the States thomsclves. It
says that those persons escaping into other States ehall
be delivered up ; and I eonfess | have always been of opin-
ion tkat that was an injunction upon the States them-
selves. Itis said that a person escaping into another
State, and becoming therefore within the jurisdiction of

that State, shall be delivered vp. It scems to me that
the plain import of the passage is, that the State itself, in
obedience tothe injunction of the constitution, shall cause
him to be delivered up. This is my judgment; I have
always entertained, and I entertain it now. But when
the subject came, same vears before, under the conside-
ration of the Supreme Court of the United States, the
majority of the judges held that the power to cause the
fogitive from justice to be delivered up was a power to be
exercised under the anthority of this government. Ido
not know, upon the whole, that that may not have been
a fortunate decision. [ do not say that it is not a legal
decision. My habit is to respect the results of judicial
deliberation and the solemnity of judicial decisions; but,
as it now stands, the business of sceing that these fugi-
tives are delivered up resides in the power of Congress
and the national judicature. My friend at the head of
the Judiciary Committee has a bill upon that subject now
before the Senate, with some amendments to it, which
have been offered.
I propose to support that bill, with all proper authority
and provisions in it, to the fullest oxtent. I desire to call
the attention of all sober mcu, and conscientious men, in
the North—men carried away by no fanatical ideas—to
their constitutional obligations upon this question and in
this respect. I put it to all sober and sound men in the
North, as a question of morals—a question of conscience
—what right they have, in their legislative capacities,
any of them, to endeavor to get round this constitution,
and embarrass the free exercise of the rights secured by
the constitution to all persons whose slaves escape from
them ! None at all—none at all. Neither in the forum
of conscience nor before the face of the constitution can
they justify that, in my opinion. Of course it is a matter
for their own consideration. They probably in the tur-
moil of thought, without having stopped to consider of it,
fell, as it scems tome, into a current of thought in which
they imagined they found motives for their action : and
they neglected to investigate fully the real question of
the case—to consider the constitutional obligation, which,
[ am sure, if they did consider, they would fufill with
alacrity. I thcrefore repeat, here isa ground of complaint
against the North, well-founded, which ought to be re-
moved—which it is now in the power of the different
departments of this government to remove—which calls
for the enactment of a proper law, authorizing the judi-
catures of the several States of this government to do all
that is necessary for the recapture of fugitive slaves, and
the restoration of them to those who claim them. Wher-
ever I go, aud wiicrever I speek upon the rulject—I
speak here, and desire to speak to the people of the
whole North—I say that the South has been injured in
this respect. It has a rightto complain. The North has
been too careless upon what I think the constitution per-
emlf‘“"'! and emphatically enjoins upon it as a duty.
Complaint is made aguia, sir, of the resolutions that
emanate from- the scveral State Legislatures and are sent
bere to us, not only upon the suhject of slavery in this
District, but somotimes recommending Congress to con-
sider the means of abolishing slavery in the States. I
should he very sorry to be called upon to present any re-
sol@ition, not referable to any acknowledged power in
Congress; and thorefore should be very unwilling to re-
ceive from Massachusetts instructions to present resolu-
tions expreasing any opinion whatever upon slavery as it
exists at the present moment in the States, for two rea-
sons. In thefirst place, I do not consider that the legis-
lature of Massachusetts has snything to do with it; and,
in the nest place, I do not consider that I, here, as her
representative, huve anything to do withit. And if the
legislatures of the States do not like it, they have a great
deal more power to put it down than I have to uphold it.
It has become, in my opinion, quite too common a prac-

tice of State to present resolutions u nl; 2 ‘ us Come out into the light of duy, and cherisl those ise, . illi AT
| subjects, and instructing us bere upon all ihbjeeu-?o‘!?h:u E';m'ﬁs'ﬁ.?‘sﬁ?"m“ o cia, mmﬁl,‘ fhat.belong fo-us; let as devota vurselves 1o th!mmm f.‘:ﬂ%’.?.‘.‘::zﬁif :‘ai?.%ti‘.i—'.t;‘.‘.-‘:."‘a':;}i?.‘.‘ ther’
is no public man that needs instruction more _than I do, | human beings than the educated and indepenident condi objects that are it for our cousideralign and ot action ; | upon the princi le of the gentleman give us tree
or. néeds information more Bhan T do, or dosires it mote | tion of thel!r:al "I_ ‘-d‘“ ?’c’. S B ?ﬁ‘ let ua_raise our conceplions to the magnitude and the |scope ud’: n‘ae ient ‘lime to get u:—'.:sﬁ;nk'ﬁ"" ing
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their ¢haracter—hud taken place. I need not inflict any l"‘""

|

try and efficient to the preservation of liberty and freedom 1 question be
‘is to be effected. Therefore I repeat sir,—and I repeat | tinje affects
it because I wish to be understood about it—I do not pro- | States, I should feel myself no more bound to regard her
pose to address the Senate often upon this subject. I de- | particular wishes .
r out all my heart as plainly as possible. 1say, !a referce or an arbitrator,

therefore, sir, that if the pruposition were now here for & | important private rights, :
D it : Po:nd it was moved to insert regI::d the instructions of the man that appointed me. If

|

Now, Mr. President, I have established, so far as I pro- | body, ) :
pose to go into any observations to establish, the propo- | agreement of all; appoiuted by some, but organized by
sition with which I set out—upon which I mean to stand | general consent of all; i
or to fall ; that is, that the whole territory in the States | oath and conscience to do that which they consider as

which cannot be repealed by any human power in regard | them useful.
t.ctl :f.'alifornia and N[::w Hrh'.'x!’;t:‘t'a-’r Under ::g or the Olbf!l‘ i years have produced nothing that is good or valuable. At
of these laws, every foot of territory in the States or in ' the same time | know 1 !
the Territorics has now received a fixed and a decided  honest and good men, perfectly well-meaning.
Sir, if we were now making a govrnment | have excited feelings. They think they must do some-
for New Mezxico, and anybody should propose the Wil- | ihing for the cause of |

saw no propriety in oneset of public servants giving in-

. -
ui-vinu—thtbthéifmm all of them must stand
or fall, and that master is their constituents: I wish these
sentiments could become more common—greatly more
common.

1 have never entercd

stractions and

into the question, and never shall,
of instructions. ' I will say sim-
ply this: thatif there be any interest pending in either
of these bodics, where I am & member, a_nd Massachu-
setts has in'that question any particular interest of her
not adverse o the general interest of the country, I
shall pursue her instructions with gladness of heart, and
with all the efficiency that I can bring to it. But if the
one that affects herinterests, and at the same

and instructions than if I were chosen
to decide upon a guestion of
I should feel myself bound to

there ever was a government upon earth, it is this gov-
ernment—if there ever was a body upon earth, it is this
which should consider itself as composed by an

sitting here under obligations of

best for the good of the whole. J r
I'hen, sir, there are those abolition societies, of which

—fixed and scttled by law, which cannot be repealed, in [[ g very unwilling to speak, but in regard to which I
iolation of public faith, and | have very fixed notions and opinions.

I do not think
I think their operations for the last twenty

hat thousands of them are very

They

iberty, aud in their spherc of ac-
tion they do notsce what else they can do, but to contrib-
ute to an abolition press, or an abolition lc:rirty, or to
pay an abolition lecturer. T do not mean to impute gross

mischief their interfercnce with the South has accom-
plished. I it not plain toevery man? Let any gentle-
man who doubts all this recur to the debates of the Vir-
ginia House of Delegates in 1832.  Sce with what free-
dom the proposition made by Mr. Randolph for the grad-
ual sboliton of slavery was discussced in, that House of
Delegutes. Every-body ¥poke of slavery as they thought ;
and very ignominious and disreputable numes and epithets
were applied to it frecly. The debates of the House of
Delegates were all published. They were read by every
colored man who could read ; and if there was not a col-
ored man who could read. they were read by white men
to colored men who could not read. At that time Vir-
ginia was not unwilling or afraid to discuss this whole
question, and to let that particular part of her popu-
lation know as much of it as they could learn. That was
in 1832.

Ylecture to snother set of public | any

the interests of the people of all the other,

pelgasivcigpe

- Hive gﬂ'ﬂc
¢ iwite form, | liove,

ilﬂll

e who are emi-

sion, when it falls from the lips of 4 i

nent, patriotic, known to the constsy, 8pd known all
the wop:h!. for their political uﬁl ecession ! Peace-
able seéeseion ! Sir, your cyess m-hu.f_erduhned
to see that miracle. The dismemberment of this vast coun-
try without convulsion ! 'l'hc_.-,hqw'mg.:p of the foun-
tains of the great deep without ruffling the surface!
Who is foolish enough—Ibeg every-body's pardon—who
is foolish enough to expect to see any such thing ! Sir,
he who sees these States, now revolving in harmony
arotind one common centre, and expects to sec them quit
 their places, and fly off, without convulsions, may look
out the next day to see the heavenly bodiu rush from
their spheres, and jostle against each other in the realms
of epace, without producing a crush of the universe.
Such athing as peaceable secession ! Itis utterly impossi-
ble. Is this constitution under which we live here, cov-
ering this whole country, to be thawed and melted away
secession, as the snows on the mountains are melted
under the influence of a vernal sun, to disappear almost
unohserved, and to die off! No, sir; no, sir.

T will not state what might produce the disruption of
these States. I see it as plainly as I sce the sunin Heav-
en; and should it happen it must produce such s war as
I will net describe in its two-fold character. Peaceable
secession! Peaceable secession! A concurrent agrec-
ment of all the members of this great republic to sepa™
ate. A voluntary separation, alimony on one side or the
other! What would be the result? Where is the line
tobedrawn?! What States are to be associated ? What
is to remain American? Whatam Ito be? Where is
the flag to remain? Where is the cagle still to tower!?
or is he to cower, and shrink, and fall to the ground!?
Why, sir, our ancestors, our fathers and grand-fathers,

1 prolonged life, would rebuke us and reproach us, and our
children and grandchildren would cry out shame upon

but he felt the necessity of a law ' poiives even to the leaders of those societies ; but I am | yg, if we of this gencration should bring dishonor upon
And | 5ot blind to the consequunces; I cannot but sce what

 those ensigns of the honor, and power, and harmony of
llhe Union, which we sce around us now with so much
fjoy and gratitude. What is to beeome of the army ?

What is to become of the navy ? What is to become of the
| public lands? How is each of the thirty States to d-fend

{itself? Nay, although the idea has been suggested dis- |

 tinetly that there is to be a southern confederacy—I do
| not mean, when I allude to this, that any body contem-
| plates it here or elsewhere; Tonly mean to say that I have
 heard it suggested—I am sure that the idea cannot be
| entertained, even in the dream of wildest imagination.
| But if any separation is looked to, it must he one inclu-
| ding the slave States on the one side and the free States
i on the other.

Sir, I may express myself too strongly; but some |

i thinge—some moral things—are almost as impossible as
' natural and physical things; and I hold the idea of a sep-
{ aration of these States into those which are free to form

5 ut i? .I:
seces [ jig h atzry v
| no-man’s liberty ; it has crushed po Siate§ ithas been in

those of them who still remain among us, by reason of |

hars ter, ap E,' principles of
e A ,t.’.tn ! 1oy l"ﬁ W'rq’;n.ll
ﬂwﬁnllulﬁ‘nzl. ‘1t has trodden down

all its influences benevplent and benificent- wyivé_
of the géneﬁ!%mﬁéi ty, the general ‘ghﬁ and the'
general renown. And at last it has teceived a “vast ad-
dition of territory. It was large before ; it has now be,
come vastly larger. This republic now stands with a
vas! breadih acroes the whole continent.” The fwo great
seas of the world wash the one and the other shore. We
may now realize, on & mighty scale, the description of
the ornamental edging on the buckler of Achilles:
“ Now the broad shield complele, the artist crown’d
With his last hand, and pour’d the ocean round ;
In living silver scem’d the waves to roll, — :
And beat the buckler’s verge, and bound the whole.”™
Mr. CaArvoun. Mr. President, ] rise to correct what
I conceive to be the error of the distinguished senator
from Massachusells, as to the motives which induced
the admission of Florida, Lovisiana, and Texas. Thave
heard with regret the statement that if was the desire of
the Southern people to get an extension of territory with
the view of cultivating cotton with more success than
they would in a crowded settlement. Now, I think the
history of this acqnisition will not sustain such a view.
It is well known that thesscquisition of Florida was the
result of an Indian war. The Seminole Indians crossed
overland and took ome of our fortresses. The troops
were ordered out, but were diiven back. Then, under
| the command of Gen. Jackson, Pensacola was seized.
It was these acls, and not the desire for more terntory,
that caused the acquisition of Florida. I admit, howev-
er, that it had been for a long time the desire, on the
part of the Scuth, and of the administration, 1 believe,
to acquire Florida ; but it was .very different from the
reason assigned by the senalor. There were collected
together in that territory four tribes of Indians—the
Creek, the Choctaw, the Chickasaw, and the Chrro-
i kee—about 30,000 warriors, who held connexicn. almost
the whole of them, with the Spanish authorities in Flor-
ida, and had their trade principally with them. It was
well known thata most pernicious inflnence was at work
| there; and it was in the desire of preventing any conflict
ibclween those Indians, and ourselves, and Spain, that
may be found the motive which induced the desire (o
ac?uite Florida.
come now to Lovisiana. You well know that the
immediate cause of that acquisitien was the suspension
of our right of deposite at New O:leans. Under the
|trealy with Spain. we kad the right of navigation of the
river as far 2as New Orleans, and to make deposites there.
The Spanish authorities interrupted that right. This
brought on great agitation in the West, and, I maintain,
throughout the whole of the United States. Some gen-
tlemen then, in opposition to a highly respectable party,
if | mistake pot, touk the lead in the desire of resorting
to arms to acquire that Territory. Mr. Jefferson, more
prudent, desired it should come in by purchase. The
purchase was made to remove that difficulty,and togive
to the West an outlet to the ocean. That was the im-
mediate causegf the admission of Louisiana.
Now, sir, I come to Texas. Perhaps no gentleman

—

As has been said by the honorable member from South | one governmens, and those which are slaveholding to form | had more to do with theacquisi‘ion of Texas than mysell;

Carolina, these sbolition societics commenced their course
of action in 1835. It is said—I know not with what
truth—that they sent incendiary publications into the
slave States. At any event they sttempted to arouse,
and did aroure a very strong feeling—in other words, ere-
ated a great agitation in the North against Southern slave-
rv. What was the result ! The bands of slavery were
bound tighter. The riv:ts were more strongly fastened.,
Public opinion in Virginia, just then opening to the free
discussion of this question, drew bhack, and shut itself up
in its castle. [ wish to know now whether anvbody in
Virginia can talk as Mr. Randolph and Gov. McDowell

remarks to the press in 1832, we all know ; and we all
know the cause. Everything thet the agitating people
have done hss been not to enlarge, but to restrain; not
to set free, but to bind faster the slave population of the
South. That is my judgment.

As T have said, | know many of them in my own neigh-
borhood are very honest and good people—misled, as [
think, by a strange enthusiasm ; but wishing to do some-
thing, they feel called upon to contribute, and they do
contribute. It is my firm opinion this day. that within
the last twenty yeara s much money has been collected
and paid to abolition societies, abolition presses, and abo-
lition lecturcrs, as would purchase the frcedom of every
slave—man, woman, and child—in the State of Maryland.
and send them all to Liberia. [ have no doubt of it. [
have not learned that the benevolence of the abolition
socicties has at any time taken that particular turn.

Again, sir, the violcnee of the press is complained of.
The press is violent everywhere. There are outrages—
reproachesin the Northagainst the South, and reproaches
in not much better taste in the South against the North.
The extremists of both parties of the country are violent.
They mistake loud and violent talk for eloquencesnd for
reason. They think he who talks loudest reasons the
best. We must expect that where the press is free, as it
is here, and always will be—for, withall its licentiousness
and all its evils, an entire and absolute frecdom of the
press is essential for the preservation of the government
on the basis of a free constitution—wherever that ex-
ists, there will be foolish paragraphs and violent paragraphs
in the press, as there are. I am rorry ‘to sav, foolish
speeches and violent speeches in the houses of Congress.
In short, sir, I must say that. in my opinion. the vernac-
ular tongue of the country has become greatly vitiated,
depraved, and corrupted by the style of Congreas debates.
[Laughter.] And if it were possible for our debates in
Congress to vitiate the principles of the people, a2 much
as they have depraved their tastes, I should ery out, God
save the republic! Well, sir, in all this I see no solid
gricvance—no gricvance within the redress of government
—produced by the South, hut the single one to which I
have referred—the want of proper regard for the injunc-
tions of the constitution, about the restoration of fugitive
slaves.

Now, sir, there are complaints of the North against the
South. I need not go over them particularly. The first
and the gravest is—considering that the North cntered
into the constitution recognizing the cxistence of slavery
in the States, and recognizing the right. to a certain ex-
tent, of the representation of slaves in Congress, under
a state of sentiment and expectation which does not now
exist—that the North by events, hy circumstances, hy
the eagerness of the South to acquire territory and to
extend a slave population, finds itself. in regard to its re-
spective influaence of the South and North, of the free
States and slave States, wheie it never did expect to find
itself when they entered inte the constitution. They
complain, therefore, that instead of being regarded as an
evil, as it wns then—an evil which all hoped wounld go
out gradually—it is now regarded by the South and cher-
izhed as an institution to be prescrved and extended. and
is an institution which the South has extended to the ut-
most of its power, by the acquisition of new territory.

Then, sir, passing from that, every body in the North

reads—every body reads whatsoever the newspapers con-

tain; and the newspapers, some of them, and especially
those presses to which I have alluded, are careful to spread
among the people every reproachful sentiment uttered by
any Southern man, high or low, against the North.
Every thing that is calculated to exasperate—every thing
that is calculated to alienate—and there are many such
things, as every body will admit, in the South or some
portions of it—is spread abroad among the reading peo-
ple. And they do exasperate—they do alicnate—they do
produce a most mischicvous effect upon the public mind
of the North. I would not notice things of this sort, ap-
pearing in obscure quarters; but one thing has occurred
in this debate which has struck me very forcibly.

The honorable senator from Louisiana, [Mr. Downs]
addressed us-here the other day upon this subject. I sup-
pose there is not a more amiable or worthy gentleman in
this chamber. I suppuse there is not a gentleman more
slow to give offence to anybody. He did not mean in
his remarks- to give offence to anybody. What did ke
say! He undertook to run a contrast between (he slaver
of the South and the laboring people of the North, giv-
ing the preferenee in all points—in condition, comfort and
happiness—to the slaves of the South. I repent, sir, that
he did not suppose he was giving any offence or doing
any injustice. He was expressing his opinions. But
dees he know how a remark of that sort will be received by
the laboring people of tho North ! They are the North.
They are the people who cullivate thoir farms with their
own hands—frec-holders—educsted men—independent
men; and let me say, sir, that five-sixths of the whole
property of the North is in the hands of the laborers of
the North. They cultivate their farms ; they educste their
children ; they providemeans of independence. If they are
not free-holders, they earn wages. 'Wages accumulate,
and are turned into capital. New frée-holders and new
small capitalists are created. That is the -condition of
things at the North. And what-can these people
when 8o respectable and worthy a gentleman as the mem-
ber from Louisiana undertakes to prove that the absolute

think, | PO

{ another government, is a moral impossibility. We could
' not scparate them by any such line if we were to try.
| We could not sit down here and draw a line of separa-
 tio. that would suit any five men in the country. There
are natural causes which bind us together, and keep us to-
| gether, so that we could not break them if we would, and
i I hope that we would not break them if we could.
i Looking over the face of this country at the present
i moment, nobody can sce where its population exists,
| where its population is most growing, without being com-
pelled to admit that ere long America will be in the Val-
ley of the Mississippi. Now I beg to know what the

| ting off half of that river, lcaving the free States at its
| sources and smongst its branches, and slave Siates down
. near its mouth. Remember, air, remember—Ilet me say
' to the people of this conntry—that there in the North-
I west, is to be the storehouse of the population of Ameri-
ca. There are already five millions of frcemen in the
free States North of the river Ohio. Does anyhody sup-
pose that this population can be severed by a line that di-
| vides them from a forcign and alien government, down
| somewhere—the Lord knows wlicre—on the lower
! branches of the Miusissippi? What will become of the
{ Missouri ?  Shall she join with the slave State arron-
| dissement 2 Shall the man from the Yellow Stone be
! connected in the new republic with the man who liveson
{ the Southern extremity of Florida ?
! pursue this line of remark. I dislike it. Ihave an utter
i disgust for it. I had rather hear of natural hlasts sand
' mildews, of war, pestilence and famine, than to hear
| gentlemen talk of secession. of breaking up this great gov-
ernment, of dismembering this great conntry. It would
| be to astonish Europe with an act of folly such as Europe
| for two centurics past never beheld in any country. No,
{ sir ; gentlemen are not serious when they talk of seccs-
; sion and dissolution.
i I hear that there is to be a Convention at Nashville.
i 1 am one who believes that i those worthy gentlemen
. meet at all at Nashville, in convention, their object will
be to adopt counseis of moderation—to advise the South
| ta forbearance and moderation, and to advise the North
't measures of forbearance and mnoderation, inculeating
| prineciples of brotherly love, and affection, and attach-
| ment in every part of our common country. [ believe,
{ if they meet at all, they will meet for such purpuoses; for,
- cettainly, sir, if they meet for any purpose hostile to this
; Unmion, they have been singularly unfortunate and inap-
{ propriate in their selection of a place of meeting. T re-
; member that when_the treaty was concluded hetween
. Frarce and England, at the peace of Amiens, a stern
old Englishman, an orator, who disapproved of the terms
; of that peace as dishunorable to England. said, in the
- House of Commons, that if King William could know
. the terms of that treaty, he would tuin in his coffin.
| Let me commend that saying in all its emphasis and ail
‘Tie force, ifanybody should think of meetingat Nashville,
 for the purpose of concerting incasutes for the overthrow
[of the Union of these States, over the bones of Andrew
Jackson !
t Sir, I wish to make two remarks, and hasten toa
i conclusion. I wish to say, in regard to Texas, that, if
|it should be hereaiter at any time the pleasure ot the
, &-vernment of Texas to cede to the Uniged States a por-
| tion, larger or smaller, which lies adjnining to New
i Mexico, and"North of the 341h degree of North latitude,
i for a fair equivalent in money for the payment of her
i debts, T think it an object well worthy of the considera-
tion of this bedy. T concur in it myself ; and 11 I should
- be in the public councils of the nation at thst lime, it
| would give me pleasure to aid in the consummation of
| such an arrangement.

I have oneother remark to make. In my observalicns
nnon slavery, as it has existed in the cuuntry,or as it
| now exista, I have expressed no cpinion of the mode of
tits extinction or amelivration. [ will say, however—
i though 1 have nothing to propose on that subject, because
{ I do not feel myself wo competent as gentlemen who are
| themselves more inlimately connected with slavery—
that, if any gentleman from the Soath shall propose a
i scheme of colonization, to be carried on by this govern-
 ment upon a large scale, for the transportation of the
‘ Iree colored people to any colony, or 1o any place in the
{ world, I should be quite disposed to incur alimost any
j degree of expense to accomplish that object. Nay, sir,
{ following an example set here more than twenly years
ago by a great man, a senator frum New York, I would
; Propose to retuin to Virginia, and to the Sopth through
{ her. all the moneys received trom the sale of the terti-
i tory ceded by her to this government, fur any such pur-
! pose—1o deul beneficially in any way with the Iree col-
ored people of the Sovuthern States. There have been
received into the treasury of the United Slates eighty
millions of dollars, the proceeds of the public lands
ceded by Viiginia, which have been already sold ; and it
the residue shall be soid at the same rate, the whole
will amount to more than two hundred millions of dul-
lars. Now, it Virginia and the South see fit to make
any proposition to rclieve themselves fiom the burden
of their free colored populativn, they.have my free con--
sent that this government should pay them, out of those

proceeds, any sum of money adequate to that end.

Now, Mr, President, ] draw these observations toa
close. I have spoken Ireely ; I meant to doso. I have
F ot sought tomake any display—to enliven the occasion
Ly any animated discussion. I have sought only ‘o
speak my sentiments {reely and at large—being desirous,
once and forall, to let the Senate know, to iet the
country know, the opinions and sentiments which I en-
certain upon- these subjects. These opinions are not
likely to be suddenly changed.

If there be any future service which I can render to
the counlry, consistently with these opinions and senli-
ments, 1 shall cheerfully render them. Ifthere be none,
I shall still be glad to have had the opportunity to dis-
burden my conscience, and from the bottom of my heart
to make known eveiy political sentiment upon this sab-

jeet.
instead of speaking of the

1
i

And now, Mr. President,
.:hiliry or ulility
tn these cyverns of ness—instead of groping with
these ideas, so full of all that is horrid and hor:il?l_‘e—!el--

tand [ aver that I would have been among the very last
individualain the United States to have made any move-
ment at that time towaids the acquisition of Texas; and
I go further and say, i I know myself, I was incapable
of acquiring any lerrilory simply on the ground that it
was to be slave territory. No, sir; a very dificrent
motive aclualed me. I knew at a very early period that
the British government had given encouragement to the
abulitionisis who weie represented in the World’s Con-
vention. The question of aboliton was agitated in that

I am ashamed to |

of secession—instesd of dwelling |

convention ; and one gentleman stated that Mr Adams

erdeen; and it so happened that a gentleman was present
when the interview took place between Lord Aberdeen
and the commitiee, who gave me a full account of it
~hortiy after it oc-uned. Lord Aberdeen fell into the
project, and gave full. encouragement to the abolitionists.
Well, sir, il ie well known that Lord Aberdeen was a
very ditect, and, in my opinion, a very_hones! and
worthy man ; and when Mr. Pakenham%vas sent here
to negotiate with regard to Oregon, and incidentally with
respect fo Texas, ke was oidered to read a declaration
to this Government, stating that the British Government
was anxious to put an end to slavery all over the world,
commencing at Texas. It is well known, forther, that
»t that very time a necgotialion was going on between
F:ance and England to accomplish that object, and our
i Guvernment was thrown by stratagem out of the negoli-
ation ; and that object was, first, to induce Mexico to
acknowledgethe independence of Texas upon the ground
that she would abolish it. All these are matters of his-
tory ; and where is the man so blind—I am sure the
Senator from Massachusetts is not s0 blind—as not to
see that if the project of Great Britain had been success-
ful, the whole frontier of the Staes of Louisinna and

I never would run into the folly of re-annexation, which
I alw.ys held to be ateurd. Nor, sir, would I put it
upon the ground—which I mignt well have put it—of
commercial and manufacturing considerations ; because
those were not my motive principles, and I chose to
assign what were. So far as commerce and manufac-
tures were cencerned, | would not have moved in the
malter at that early period.

Now, the senator objects to many Northern men
throwing the weight of their influence to support the
measure of annexation.
that they should be desirous of fulfilling the obligations
the con=<titution imposes. What man of that time doubt-
ed but that the compromise of 36 deg 30 min. was con-
stitulional 2 That territory would have fallen anyhow
to the South. All the reasonable men at the North
agreed to the extension of that line, so that part of Texas
might fall within it. The course was, in my opinion,
eminently right and patriotic. ~

Now, Mr. President, having made these corrections,
I most go back a little further, and make » statement
which 1 think the honorable senator has left very de-
fective in reference to the ordinance of 1787. He stated
very correctly that it commenced with the old confed-
eration ; that it was afterwards confirmed by Congress ;
that Congress was silting in New York at the time, an

Well, it was perfectly right |
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subject, and for the lucid speech which he

upon this subj-ct ; and in many respects it will be s
that I do not differ much from the leading propositing
submilled by either of them. Now, when the stlject
_.ol' the admission ot Califoinia, on the direct nestio B
_ _ ;shall be bronght befure the Senate, I propose—not be.
informed him that, if the Baitish government chose to | fore other gen lemen shall have addressed the Senly, i
abe ishslavery in the United States. they must commence | who have a desire to do so—to say something upon the
talked in Virginia? They talked openly, and sent their | wildest enthusiast has to say upon the possibility of cut- |at Texas. A commiltee was sent from this Woild’s | boundaries of California, upon the constitution of (i),
i Convention to the British Secretary of State, Lord Ab- | fornia, and upon the expediency. under all the cirru
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explanation. Nolwithstanding the vast addition of Tey
referred to by the Senator trom Massachusels, i jsh
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means equal to that frem which the Northern States by
excluded us betore the acquisition,
West between Missouri and the Rorky monniaingi
three-quarters of all Louisiana, and that which lie:
tween Missouri and Ohio, added te it, makes 3 muri 880
greater extent of territory than Florida, Texas,and e § §
i portion of Leuisiana which has fallen to our share,
The Senate then adjourned.
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Resolved, That know

while the Convention wassitting in Philadelphia. Now,
I have not looked at that ordinance very recently, but
my memory will serve me thus far : Jefferson introduced
a proposition to exclude slavery in 1784. There wasa
vole upoa it, and 1 think upon that vote every southern
State voted forit. I am not certain upon this puint:
therelore, I will not venture my memory upon it. But
one thirg I will venture further : that it was three years
before that ordinance was passed. It never passed till
1787 : and it was then only passed, I have good reason to
believe, on the principle of compromise, 3s the ordi-
nance conlained a provision similar to the one in the
constilution about fugilive slaves, that it should be in-
serted in the constitution ; and this was the compromise
upon which that provision was made to commence in
1787. We supposed that in that we had an indemnity.
Iu that, too, we made a great mistake. For what possi-
ble advantage do we derive from this stipulation in the
ordinance or in the constitution? Broken faith has de-
prived us of gur-due share in the Northwest Territory,
by an ealire exclusion of slavery.

This was the leading question which destroyed the
equilibrium. And then fvilowed the Missouri compro-
mise, which was carried mainly by northern votes, al-
though now disavowed and not respected by the North.
That was the next step which caused the equilibrum
to be broken and destroyed.

Now, sir, after having made these remarks, let me
say that I touk great pleasure in listening to the honora-
ble Senator from Massachuseits. He put himself upon
the fulfillment of the contract in regard to the admission
of these four States, stipulated for_in the resolutions of
annexation. His position was manly and statesmanlike,
calculated to produce a better state of feeling between
the different portions of the Union. He went farther :
he has condemned—rightfully condemned, and in that
he has shown great firmness—the coarse of the North
relative to the stipulations in the comstitution concern-
ing fugitive slaves. But permit me to say—for | de-
sire 0 be candid uwpon all subjects—that the senator.
I thiuk, as well as many ol the triends on the other side
pul confidence in a bill which has been reported to
extend the laws of Congress in relation to the recap-
ture of slaves further, and to make them more pe-
nal. It is impossible to make any law of Congress
on the subject operatlive, unless the people ol the
States shall feel themselves bound to co-operate.

I heard the gentleman also say he would not vote
for the Wilmot proviso—that he beliéved that Nature
bad already excluded slavery from the mew. Territo-
ries,. Now, as far as new acquisition is concerned,
1 am disposed to leave the question to Nature herselt.
That is what I always insisted upe '
‘tion of our'eountry which' has’ mure naturally s mon-

ng popdlation be occupied and governed by
them, and the other portious by vs, desiroying the
artificial Tine, although that is perhaps better thaa none.
‘Mr. Jeflerson spoke like a prophet upon the Missouri.

upon. Let that por-

Resolutions umnimoutl{h.;passed bdl.

Among the Resolutions is the following :

divisions upon questions involving in their natureas| ot
consequences, the character, property, and politia{ig¥
existence of those we represent, we are e
make common cause with our sisler Slales
in defence of the Federal Constitution, and that o
rights being identical, we will cordially co-openy S
d | with the rest of the South, in any measnre of defew}
of our constitutional rights, that may be best caler
lated to preserve their integrity..

_The Legislature authorized the Govenortoa
eight Delegates to the Nashville Convention.
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which is beginning to

pots of the country.

it is in contemplation to establis
to be owned by our own merehants,” to run bewrs S
this and New York. A eonsiderable sum has alresif}
been raised towards the \
who are in the habit of receiving goods from NS ESs
York having taken stock; and the friends of S8
enterprise have the best reason to believe thal/
will shortly go into operation. ,
We have here another evidence of the #iFl

tion of our community, and which if it coptin
—and of that there can now be little doubt—vi
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